
  MERRIAM DRAINAGE DISTRICT  
OF JOHNSON COUNTY, KANSAS  

MONTHLY BOARD MEETING 
September 2, 2025 

 

The regular monthly meeting of the Merriam Drainage District of Johnson County, Kansas, was called to 
order at 7:00 P.M. by Mr. Jackson at Higdon & Hale 6310 Lamar Ave #110, Overland Park, KS.  
 

 Eric Jackson, Chairman   John Martin, CPA 
 Dan Leap, Secretary    Steve Roth, Engineer 

Jeff Weisbender, Treasurer   Jim Orr, Attorney 
Rebecca Heatwole, Reporting Secretary 

      Guest: Billy Croan  
                

Mr. Jackson made a motion to approve Budget Hearing Minutes of August 4, 2025, as amended by adding the 
motion to approve the 2026 budget and certify it to county clerk; seconded by Mr. Leap; unanimously passed. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Jackson to approve the meeting minutes of August 4, 2025 as written; seconded 
by Mr. Leap; unanimously passed. 
   

1) Engineering Report:  
• Mr. Roth shared updated Capital Improvements with work recently invoiced by Max Rieke. 

Mr. Roth informed the board that Max Rieke has begun clearing the trees at Shawnee Mission 
Parkway and has been heading North. They are now just South of Merriam Market Place.  

• Mr. Roth met with Max Rieke at Waterfall Park to discuss work as well as the brush clearing 
between Antioch and Railroad Bridge. Mr. Roth also met with Denton Excavating to discuss 
channel clearing behind KC Strings as well as the brush clearing between Antioch and Railroad 
Bridge.  

• Mr. Roth informed the board that the COE is close to having the internal review of the 65% 
Design Plan. It should be given to everyone for review January 2026. Mr. Leap asked if there 
was any indication as to what they were planning to do with Johnson Drive Bridge. Mr. Roth 
said they will raise Merriam Drive, so they will have to do something with Johnson Drive 
Bridge, but Mr. Roth is not sure what they plan to do. The outside firm, HNTB, did provide 
COE with their plan, but it has not yet been made public. Mr. Roth said that the maximum 
Johnson Drive Bridge could be raised is 4 feet before getting into the railroad right-of-way.  

• COE has put together the Post Authority Change Report (PACR) to add the supplemental 
expense of the Turkey Creek Project. If approved by COE Headquarters, it will then go to 
Congress in the next omnibus bill, WRDA.  

2) Attorney Report: 
• Mr. Orr was contacted by Black & Veach attorney regarding an event to clean the creek on 

September 20, 2025. Mr. Orr requested information on who is sponsoring the event, but the 
attorney was not sure. Mr. Orr has drafted a waiver to say MDD is not liable for accidents that 
happen. He has not sent the waiver to Black & Veach because he is not sure who it should go 
to. After a discussion, Mr. Orr suggests that the board approve the clean-up with the liability 
waiver. Mr. Leap made a motion that if the clean-up crew plans to only clean along the bank, a 
release is not needed. However, if the clean-up crew plans to climb down the rocks into the 
creek to clean, MDD will ask the sponsor to sign the liability waiver and ensure there is a 
safety officer onsite during the clean-up; seconded by Mr. Jackson; unanimously passed. Mr. 
Coan, guest, interjected that he sees people playing in waterfall park and people in the creek 
often and doesn’t think it will be an issue.  

3) Accountant Report:  
• Budget was submitted to the county clerk. He will provide financials at the October meeting as 

he has not had a chance to look through them yet.  



 
4) Mr. Jackson made a motion to approve the September bills as presented; seconded by Mr. Leap; 

unanimously passed.   
 

5) Mr. Jackson informed the board that he called the City about the gravel at 67th Street. He was told that 
someone started a project was not approved, so they are now in the process of removing the gravel.  
 

6) Mr. Weisbender mentioned that he may not be in attendance at the October board meeting.  
 
There being no further business, a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:32 P.M. was made by Mr. Jackson; 
seconded by Mr. Leap; unanimously passed. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  

cc: Board and staff             Rebecca Heatwole 
    Recording Secretary 


