
  MERRIAM DRAINAGE DISTRICT  
OF JOHNSON COUNTY, KANSAS  

MONTHLY BOARD MEETING 
August 4, 2025 

 

The regular monthly meeting of the Merriam Drainage District of Johnson County, Kansas, was called to 
order at 7:09 P.M. by Mr. Jackson at Higdon & Hale 6310 Lamar Ave #110, Overland Park, KS.  
 

 Eric Jackson, Chairman   John Martin, CPA 
 Dan Leap, Secretary    Steve Roth, Engineer 

Jeff Weisbender, Treasurer   Jim Orr, Attorney 
Rebecca Heatwole, Reporting Secretary 

      Guest: Billy Croan  
                

Mr. Leap made a motion to approve July 7, 2025, meeting minutes as amended by changing the meeting being 
called to order by Mr. Jackson instead of Mr. Leap; seconded by Mr. Leap; unanimously passed. 
   

1) Engineering Report:  
• Mr. Roth received project approval from Merriam City Planning for a luxury apartment 

complex that will be built on the site of the old Antioch library and wiping out everything but 
the Chipotle on that block. Mr. Roth does not believe this project will add mor drainage than 
before. Mr. Roth informed the board that in the past he had authority to approve these projects 
but wondered if the board would like him to bring these projects to them prior to his giving 
approval. The board requested that he share the plan with them prior to giving his approval for 
projects.  

• Mr. Roth informed the board that he could not attend the last meeting with the COE. He was 
provided with a PowerPoint of the July 2025 Flood Event, but they are still putting together 
their findings. The 65% Design Plan has grown in cost due to inflation; they are working on a 
report to submit to COE Headquarters to allot more funds to the project. If approved by HQ, 
the request will need to be presented to Congress to approve additional allocation of funds. 
HNTB is still working on their proposal for the Johnson Drive Bridge, there is a plan to move 
it, but the plan has yet to be approved. Mr. Roth said that HNTB is planning to move the whole 
bridge but more so on the East end, the major constraint is that this can’t impact the railroad. 
Mr. Roth is able to provide HNTB and COE with input and the board requested that he asks 
them to look at raising the railroad bridge as well.  

• Mr. Roth provided the board with a copy of the 2025 Proposed Capital Improvements and 
discussed the worked that Max Reike has accomplished; they have cleared the trees from 
Farmers Market to Merriam Drive and repaired the holes up to Merriam Market Place, but they 
have not begun any work on the wall.  

• Mr. Roth mentioned the pile of rock in the channel near Campbell Park won’t cause a problem 
for the channel. Mr. Leap provided pictures of the brush in the channel from the railroad bridge 
to Antioch. After a general discussion, it was determined that his area is within MDD 
boundaries. Mr. Roth will ask Mas Rieke for a quote to clear out the brush.  

• Mr. Leap also mentioned there was dirt against the wall behind KC Strings and it looks like 
there are several rocks and sediment south of Johnson Drive. Mr. Roth will ask for a quote to 
clear this as well.  

2) Attorney Report: 
• Mr. Orr informed the board that there was an issue with payment to insurance. It seems that 

MDD’s policy was paid out of Mr. Jackson’s personal account. Mr. Orr mentioned that Aspire 
did immediately try to fix the problem and made a double payment to USLI. MDD will need to 
pay Aspire for covering the fees and reimburse Mr. Jackson as USLI will be sending MDD a 
refund for the overpayment.  



• Mr. Orr informed there was an error in the resolution which stated, “In the event the first 
Monday of any month is a legal holiday, or is declared to be a holiday specified by the Board 
of Directors of the Merriam Drainage District of 2 Johnson County, Kansas, the regular 
meeting for that month will be held on the next day, which is the first Tuesday of the month, at 
7:00 p.m. at the offices of Higdon & Hale CPA PC, 6310 Lamar Avenue, #110, Overland Park, 
Kansas 66202.” Instead of saying the first Tuesday of the month, it should have said the 
following Tuesday after the holiday. Mr. Orr recommends making the change in January with 
the publication of the 2026 schedule.  

3) Accountant Report:  
• Nothing more than what was said at the budget hearing.  

 
4) Mr. Leap made a motion to approve the August bills as presented; seconded by Mr. Weisbender; 

unanimously passed.   
 

5) Mr. Croan informed the board that there is an open green space with an enormous pile of gravel near 
ASPCA on 67th Street. There is nothing in planning and there is currently an excavator sitting on top of 
the gravel. Mr. Jackson will drive over to look at this area.  

 
There being no further business, a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:11 P.M. was made by Mr. Jackson; 
seconded by Mr. Leap; unanimously passed. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  

cc: Board and staff             Rebecca Heatwole 
    Recording Secretary 


